
 
 

27 March 2020 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

    Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my supplications! 
~Psalm 130 

 
Dear friends in Christ,        
 
This has been such a hard week! The death of Steven Richard has shaken our 
congregation and our community. While the serious realities of this crisis are being 
broadcasted to us constantly, for many communities, those realities have not yet hit 
home. That is not true for us any longer. This crisis has touched us deeply and we are 
heartbroken. I wanted to share with you the statement I prepared on Wednesday 
morning and shared with our town leaders and local reporters: 
 
 Steven Richard was a lifelong member of Centre Church and it is with deep sadness that 
we greet the news of his death. As a praying and loving church family, we have gathered 
in spirit around Steven and Karen, Steven’s dad, Earl Richard, and the Richard, 
DiFillippo, and Nascembeni families. We will continue our loving and prayerful support 
as we all continue to navigate this very challenging time. Steven’s last loving act as a 
member of this church was in his role as part of our “Lights Out Committee,” making 
sure the building was safe and secured each evening. He took good care, and we will 
continue to give our hearts and hands to the loving care of his family. We entrust Steven 
to God’s everlasting love and eternal peace. 
 
At 7:00 pm last Friday evening, I lit a candle and my star lantern and prayed for Steven, 
Karen, Earl, Doreen, and their whole family. I invited others to join me via Facebook 
that evening and have continued this sacred time of weaving together our light and 
hope. What I know for sure is that normally in a time of crisis like this we would be 
gathering on the Town Common for a vigil, lighting candles and sharing words of lament 
and hope with each other. Since we are not able to gather physically, we are gathering 
virtually. At 7:00 pm each evening, I invite you to light a candle in your home and pray, 
sing, read scripture or poetry, or just keep silence, lifting to God our deep grief, our hope 
for Karen, Earl, and all who are suffering in this crisis. In addition, our church, the 
Meeting House, and many houses around town have put candles in their windows. You 
are invited to participate if you feel so moved.  
 



 
WORSHIP this weekend: 
 
On Sunday morning, we will post our weekly worship video. Larainne, Doug, and I are 
planning worship via videoconference, recording our parts at our homes, and then 
editing all together. We hope you all will watch and worship with us. You can find our 
worship videos on our YouTube Channel. We invite you to “subscribe” to our channel so 
you won’t miss anything.  
Here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5KOmI3mi8KLFddpMzfDmTg 
 
Then join us at 11 am for ZOOM (Videoconference) Coffee Fellowship!  
You can join us face-to-face on Zoom or simply call in using the meeting ID to join us. 
 
Please email me for the Zoom link, or dial 1-646-558-8656 at 11 am on Sunday and enter 
Meeting ID: 537 849 1333 
 
Everyone is welcome. Have your coffee or favorite morning beverage, perhaps a snack, 
and anyone at your home ready to join in. It will be so good to see each other and hear 
each other’s voices. And if this seems too hard, please reach out and we’ll coach you. 
Don’t let your fear of technology keep you from being together! 
 
Please reach out if you are in need. Please reach out with your prayer requests. Please 
keep praying. Please check on each other, on your neighbors, friends, and family. 
 
With love, 

 

Rev. Nancy 

pastor@centre-church.org 
Mobile: 603-930-1889 
 
 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 

    more than those who watch for the morning, 
    more than those who watch for the morning. 
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